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Home gardening choices do matter and they matter a lot. Not only should we try to use low-water plants but
we must also be aware of those plants that can escape gardens and cause problems in the environment.

"Most of the plants used in gardens and landscaping do not invade natural 
areas and harm wildlife. But a few species can - and do - escape from 
cultivated areas into open landscapes and cause serious ecological 
problems," said Terri Kempton, PlantRight Manager at Sustainable 
Conservation. "They crowd out native plants, insects and animals, and can 
lead to increased flooding, fire and crop losses. Fortunately, there are plenty 
of beautiful, safe alternatives to invasives, so it's easy for gardeners to find 
plants that will thrive in their yard."

Fortunately, many home gardeners and professionals are already making 
smart choices to avoid planting invasive varieties. In addition to being
environmentally responsible, some non-invasive plants also offer benefits 
such as drought resistance, lower fertilizer requirements, attraction to wildlife 
and a way to reduce fire risks.

For each region of California, PlantRight's steering committee has identified 
problem plants and non-invasive alternatives that will thrive in each area.
Below is a sample of these plants for the Coachella Valley (Sunset zone 13) 
as well as the High Desert area (Sunset zone 11). Additional plant 
information is available on their website at www.PlantRight.org.

Sunset Zones 10-13

PlantRight encourages you not to buy, sell, plant, or promote the following 
species.

NO - Arundo donax (giant reed) grows in dense stands resembling bamboo, 
but the plant grows up to four inches a day reaching thirty feet tall, displacing 
native plants and wildlife. It also burns quickly at a high temperature, allowing
flames to jump streams.

NO - Pennisetum setaceum (green fountain grass) spreads aggressively by 
seed into natural areas by wind, water or vehicles and eventually takes over. 
The seeds remain viable in the soil for at least seven years and can become 
dominant in grasslands within 2-3 years if no control measures are employed.

NO - Elaeagnus angustifolia (Russian olive) is spread as birds and small 
mammals gather, stockpile and eat the mealy fruits of this tree, depositing seed far and wide. (Note: Russian 
olive is not a true olive.) The seeds invade rivers and stream corridors and provide tough competition for 
native willow and cottonwood species.

Tamarix ramosissoma (saltcedar) are very hard to get rid of and 
use too much water. (Shirley Brenon, Special to The Desert Sun)

Desert willow blossoms are very attractive and the tree is a good 
option over the invasive saltcedar. (Shirley Brenon, Special to 
The Desert Sun)
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NO - Tamarix ramosissoma (saltcedar) was originally planted as an ornamental shrub or shade tree, to create 
windbreaks, or to stabilize eroding stream banks. A single large tamarisk tree produces a half million seeds a 
year that will resprout after fire, severe flood, or treatment with herbicides. Saltcedars have long taproots that
quench their thirst by sucking up large quantities of water. Their presence also increases the deposition of
salts on the soil surface, which makes the area nearly uninhabitable by native vegetation.

YES -Instead of giant reed you should plant clumping bamboo (Bambusa multiplex). Bamboos generally fall 
into two types: "clumping" and "running". The clumping type is preferred, as it spreads by way of new sprouts
originating from the base, while the running type spreads by sending sub-surface shoots, which can take over 
other plants.

YES - There are many alternatives to use in place of green fountain grass. You can plant San Diego sedge
(Carex spissa), deer grass Muhlenbergia rigens, Bigelow's bear grass (Nolina bigelovii, California fescue 
(Festuca Californica), purple fountain grass (Pennisetum 'Rubrum'), or blue oat grass (Heliotropium 
sempervirens).

YES - There are three good choices to use in place of a Russian olive. Arizona cypress (Cupressus arizonica) 
is a low maintenance tree that makes an excellent windbreak, screen or specimen tree.

YES - Desert willow (Chilopsis linearis) offers trumpet shaped flowers from spring through fall, which is 
preferred by hummingbirds.

YES - There are several fruitless olives (Olea europaea) that can replace an invasive Russian olive. They are
'Swan Hill'®, 'Majestic Beauty'®, 'Little Ollie'® and 'Wilsoni'. These recommended varieties have very much
the same characteristics of other true olives with the exception that they bear little to no fruit. They grow 
slowly to 25-30 feet tall, except for 'Little Ollie'®, which is 12 feet high and wide.

YES - Desert willow, Australian willow and Western redbud are excellent choices in place of the saltcedar.
The Australian willow (Geijera parviflora) is a fine-textured evergreen tree that reaches 25 - 30 feet tall. It is a
trouble-free patio, street or grove tree with deep, noninvasive roots.

YES - Western redbud (Cercis occidentalis) is a drought tolerant, deciduous tree with nearly year-long 
interest.

YES - Hummingbirds prefer desert willow (Chilopsis linearis) that offers trumpet shaped flowers from spring 
through fall. This fast-growing deciduous tree will reach heights of 15 -30 feet.
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PLANT IT RIGHT
The PlantRight campaign is led by a diverse partnership of the 
horticulture industry, environmental groups, scientists, public 
agencies and other experts to help home gardeners make smart 
gardening choices that protect California's unique wildlands and 
wildlife. 

Specifically, it is made up of environmentalists, UC Davis 
experts, California Native Plant Society and the California 
Association of Nurseries and Garden Centers. 

Invasive species are the second leading threat to wildlife and 
biodiversity and also expensive for public parks and agencies to 
remove. According to this group, invasive plants not only crowd 
out native plants, insects and animals but nationally, they cost 
more than $35 billion per year in eradication work and economic 
loss. In California alone, $85 million in taxpayer funds go to 
fighting invasive species every year.

Although most garden plants are not a threat, more than half of 
invasive plants originally arrived through blowing seeds or 
underground roots and canes from gardens and landscaping.
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