


Understanding Retrofitting

Is a retrofit in your future?

Producers need to determine if changes in wastewater

storage are necessary to ensure compliance with their
waste management plans (WMP).

According to Paul Sousa of Western United Dairymen,
producers should ask their consultants if a storage
retrofit is required and what it will entail. The retrofit
document will be in one big stack of paperwork
producers submit to the California Regional Water
Quality Board. If their consultant does not point it out,
Sousa said, producers may not be aware of it.

If your WMP does not call for retrofit- congratulations!
If changes are needed, here is some guidance that
should help. Look at reducing flows to the lagoon if
capacity is inadequate. Some suggestions are:

Reducing milk parlor water usage or reuse it for cow
drinking water.

Diverting storm water from roof gutters or diverting
other clean water from lagoon.

Determine if nutrient management plan minimizes
storage needs.

Retrofit requirements may also include grading, berms,
drainage pipe or pumps to make sure that all water that

has contacted manure or feed is sent to the storage pond.

The NRCS can help with funding for some of those
practices. Contact your local NRCS office for more
details.

If those practices do not allow you to achieve enough
reduction to allow current storage capacity, you may
have to expand your lagoon or build a new one. Sousa
advises producers to work with an engineer and the
water board to make sure you comply with new permit
requirements for lagoon construction.

The entire process of facility analysis and implementing
needed infrastructure must be in place by July 1.
The retrofit deadline is Dec. 31. n

WATER DIVERSION REPORT
DEADLINE JULY 1

People who divert surface water in California
face a July 1 deadline to report that use for
2009. Failure to do so by the deadline could
result in hefty fines. The new reporting
requirement is included in the package of water
bills passed by the Legislature late last year.
The intent of the new law is to better identify
the amount of water being used in the state’s
watersheds. Although there are a few reporting
exceptions, Danny Merkley, California Farm
Bureau Federation water resources director,
said it’s important for landowners to note that
reporting diversions to the State Water
Resources Control Board has been required for
decades, but he said “in the past there were no
legal consequences for failure to report. Now,
there are.” Farm Bureau has prepared a detailed
guidance document to help members meet the
new reporting requirements. It’s available
online at www.cfbf.com/waterreporting O
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